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• Olympic rings = five interlocking rings, 
colored blue, yellow, black, green, and red 
on a white field 

• The symbol was originally created in 1913 by 
Coubertin  

• Union of the five continents and the 
meeting of athletes 

• The colors of the rings, along with the white 
background, represented the colors of 
every competing country's flag at the time 

• In 1914, the world Congress was suspended 
due to WWI, but the symbol and flag were 
later adopted 

• Officially debuted at the 1920 Summer 
Olympics in Antwerp, Belgium

Olympic Rings

Five continents: Africa, America, 
Asia, Europe, & Oceania





• The modern tradition of moving the 
Olympic flame via a relay system from 
Greece to the Olympic venue began with 
the Berlin Games in 1936 

• Before the Games are held, the Olympic 
flame is lit on a torch, with the rays of the 
Sun concentrated by a parabolic 
reflector, at the site of the Ancient 
Olympics in Olympia, Greece 

Olympic Torch



• The torch is then taken out of Greece, most 
often to be taken around the country or 
continent where the Games are held. 

• Carried by athletes, leaders, celebrities, and 
ordinary people alike 

• Final day at Opening Ceremony, the Flame 
reaches the main stadium and is used to light a 
cauldron situated in a prominent part of the 
venue to signify the beginning of the Games

Olympic Torch



Insert photos of relay & lighting cauldron 
here
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